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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL and partner countries
Data as collected by partners
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses
Number of SME’s and Family Businesses in total
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses
Number of SME’s and Family Businesses as a percentage of total number of 
enterprises
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses
Number of employees in SME’s and Family Businesses in total 
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• As the actual numbers of 

businesses differ, so do 
the actual numbers of 
employees

• Average number of 
employees per SME:

– 3.8
– 15

– 5.6

– 7.1

• Average number of 
employees per FB:

– 4.2
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses
Number of employees in SME’s and Family Businesses as a percentage of 
total employment 
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FB’s contribute 
significantly to 
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses
Economic performance of SME’s and Family Businesses as a percentage of 
the GDP (Gross Domestic Product)
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Facts & Figures on Businesses Transfers in SME 
Actual and Estimated number of Business Transfers (SME) per year

• 18,000 BT’s (SME) p.y. in the last two years
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• 22,500 BT’s (SME) p.y. expected in the next five years

• No figures available/received
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Facts & Figures on Family Businesses Transfers 
Actual and Estimated number of Family Business Transfers per year

• > 8,000 p.y. in the last two years

Page 9

• 10,000 p.y. expected in the next five years

• No figures available/received

• 70,200 p.y. in the last five years

• 22,000 p.y. expected in the next five years
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL and partner countries
Data as collected by Jos Schijns
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Facts & Figures on SME in NL
SME categories according to the EC
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• 50% of all SME contain a 
max. of 10 employees
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Source: 
• www.mkbservicedesk.nl



May 2011

Facts & Figures on SME in NL
SME’s share in the Dutch economy
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• SME are accountable for almost 
60% of employability
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• � 99% of all companies are 
SME

• Turnover by SME is >58% of 
the total turnover

Source: 
• www.mkbservicedesk.nl
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Facts & Figures on Family Businesses in NL
Family businesses as a percentage of total number of enterprises (with 
personnel)
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• Family businesses 
dominate in the Dutch 
economy
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Source: 
• Statline.cbs.nl (2005), in: Expertgroep Familiebedrijven (2007). Familiebedrijven, continuïteit en 

betrokkenheid in een dynamische Nederlandse economie, KvK Nederland, 20 juni, 17 pagina’s



May 2011

Facts & Figures on Family Businesses in NL
Number of family businesses compared to the total number of enterprises (with 
personnel)

330100

6800

53400

269900

183100

32000

148000

3100
0

50000

100000

150000

200000

250000

300000

350000

1-9 10-99 >100 Total

Total number of businesses Total number of family businesses
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Source: 
• Statline.cbs.nl (2005), in: Expertgroep Familiebedrijven (2007). Familiebedrijven, continuïteit en 

betrokkenheid in een dynamische Nederlandse economie, KvK Nederland, 20 juni, 17 pagina’s
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL 
Number of (family) business transfers in the Netherlands
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• The number of business 
transfers has increased and 
will continue to increase in 
the next 5 to 10 years
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Source: 
• Snijders, J.A.H., Meijaard, J., Morris, M.H., Haane, Y. (2005). Entrepreneurship in the Netherlands: 

business transfer, EIM Business & Policy Research, Zoetermeer, in: Expertgroep Familiebedrijven 
(2007). Familiebedrijven, continuïteit en betrokkenheid in een dynamische Nederlandse economie, 
KvK Nederland, 20 juni, 17 pagina’s
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL and partner countries 
Family business as a percentage of total number of enterprises
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• In most European
countries family
businesses dominate

• This also holds for non-
European countries

• 61% � FB � 93%

Sources: 
• International Family Enterprise Research Academy (IFERA), Family Business Dominate Family 

Business Review, Vol. 16, No. 4 (December), 2003, p. 235 e.v.
• Wim Naudts, Johan Lambrecht, Research Centre for Entrepreneurship EHSAL-K.U. Brussel(2008). 

Overview of Family Business Relevant Issues, project conducted on behalf of the EC
• *: FBNet Belgium (2010)
• **: FBN (2008). Family Business International Monitor, April, 24 pages
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL and partner countries 
Contribution of family businesses as a percentage of GDP (Gross Domestic 
Product)
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• In most European countries
family businesses
contribute extensively to the 
GDP

• The same holds for e.g. the 
USA

Sources: 
• International Family Enterprise Research Academy (IFERA), Family Business Dominate Family 

Business Review, Vol. 16, No. 4 (December), 2003, p. 235 e.v.
• *: FBNet Belgium (2010)
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Facts & Figures on SME/Family Businesses in NL and partner countries 
Contribution of family businesses as a percentage of employment/jobs
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• In most European 
countries family 
businesses 
contribute extensively 
to employment 
(� 31%)

• This holds also for 
non-European 
countries

Sources: 
• EIM Business and Policy Research (2008). Overview of Family Business Relevant Issues, 

project conducted on behalf of the EC
• *: FBNet Belgium (2010)
• **: FBN (2008). Family Business International Monitor, April, 24 pages
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Conclusions
With respect to Family Business

• Family businesses are the backbone of the economy
• Family businesses are the most common form of business 

structure
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Thanks

Door: Jos Schijns

Locatie: MKE 2.11


